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Shipwreck Search - Discovery of the H.L. Hunley 

By Sally Walker 

1. What is an archaeologist? A scientist who studies the people of the past and how they lived.  

2. What kind of ship was the Hunley? A civil war submarine  

3. The Hunley was the first submarine to sink an enemy ship. What was the name of the ship that it sank from 

the North during the Civil War? USS Housatonic  

4. What is the name of the scientific instrument that was used to search for the Hunley in, the 1980's and 

1990's? A magnetometer - it is a probe used to find objects made of iron.  

5. How did the scientist raise the Hunley from the ocean floor without breaking it? A barge with legs that stood 

on the ocean floor had a crane attached to it. The crane lowered a truss made of metal shaped like a cage. Divers 

put slings and bags of foam around the sub to protect it while it was being lifted. When they got the Hunley to 

the surface, it was placed on another barge to be taken back to port. 

6. Why was the Hunley put in a tank of cold water when it was taken to the laboratory? Cold water kept algae 

and fungi from growing on the sub. It also stopped rust.  

7. What is an archaeologist dig called? An excavation  

8. How did the scientists getinside the Hunley? They had to take off one of the iron plates. There were no 

hatches or doors that a human could fit through.  

9. What are some of the things the scientists found in the Hunley?  

Artifacts - objects made by people  

Knives, ropes, candles, canteens, a pocket watch, a wallet, a metal name tag that belonged to an enemy soldier 

and skeletons  

10. Who was the Hunley's captain? George E. Dixon  

11. What is the story of G.E. Dixon, and his lucky gold coin? During the Battle of Shiloh, a bullet was deflected 

by the gold coin and saved the captain' s life. He, carried it with him always. The gold coin was found during 

the excavation.  

12. How many crewmen were there besides the captain? Seven - their skulls were reconstructed to show how 

they looked at the time. The youngest was 18, the oldest was 45.  

13. How did the Hunley sink the USS Housantonic? A pole was attached to the front of the Hunley carrying a 

torpedo. The Hunley rammed the Housatonic, then backed away. The, torpedo stayed in the Housatonic and 

exploded.  

14. How many times did the Hunley sink? Three times - 21 men died. The first two times the Hunley sunk, it 

was raised back to the surface and made ready to go again. 


